Gibberella zeae was isolated following "streaking" method (CAB 1968) on PDA medium (potato dextrose agar medium), but the fungus did not produce conidia or perithecia in culture. Microscopic details of the fungus were made from freshly collected samples of infected stems and fruits of Corchorus capsularis and C. olitorius. Species determination was made following Booth (1971) and Ellis and Ellis (1985) .
Gibberella zeae (Schw.) Petch, Annls mycol. 34: 260, 1936. (Plates 1, 2)
Colony grayish on PDA medium at temperature between 22º and 28ºC and pH 6. Hyphae grayish. Perithecia with an outer stromatic wall of 16-18 µm width, clustered around the lower nodes and basal parts of the infected stems and fruits, 145-200 µm in diameter, black, violet or bluish grey in transmitted light. Asci 65-82 9-12 µm, 8-spored. Ascospores pale straw-coloured, curved, fusoid, but with rounded ends, 3-septate, 16.5-27.5 3.5-5.0 µm. 
